The Art of Childlike Listening

 “I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:3

Drink Deeply from the River of God’s Enjoyment:

“How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!

Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.

They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house,
And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures.”

 David in Psalm 36:7-8 NKJV
Journal any words or reflections you sense the Spirit prompting:

“Be still and know that I am God…”  Psalm 46:10
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The Culture of Prayer 

Church/Ministry
Nurturing a Unique Creative Culture of Prayer 

“These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer….”  Acts 1:14 NASB

We are living in a day of unprecedented outpouring of the Spirit of prayer on congregations and cities.  Across the earth there is growing agreement that God is inviting churches and leaders to nurture and cultivate a greater culture of prayer, and many leaders are getting a vision to see 24-7 day and night prayer in their city.

The House of Prayer – Our Two-Fold Identity

1. Beloved Sons and Daughters

 “He made us accepted in the Beloved.”  Ephesians 1:6 NKJV
“I am my beloved’s; And his desire is toward me…”

Song of Solomon 7:10 NKJV
2. The House of Prayer Family
“Even them I will make joyful in My house of prayer….For My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.“ Isaiah 56:7 NKJV
Being the beloved is the intimate language of God’s Family.  Growing into maturity into our true identity in the very real authentic Life of the Beloved is the core essence and epicenter of our life with God.   Prayers that arise out of the heart of the belovedness of God’s family move His heart in a deep way. This wonderful and unique expression of prayer is the Incense of the Beloved and is the foundation for God to build a unique, creative house of prayer congregation!
“Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you…

He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry;
 when He hears it, He will answer you.”

Isaiah 30:18-19 NASB
Some Ingredients of a Praying Culture
‘Culture’ – the way of life, customs, beliefs and language of a particular group of people…

1.  Every member Equipped to be a Person of Prayer
“O God, You are my God, earnestly I seek You, my soul thirsts for You, my whole body longs for You…”  King David in Psalm 63:1 NIV

· Life of the Beloved is the center of discipleship and life.

· Encountering enjoyment in God’s presence integrated into every area of life of the church.
· An Awakening of Thirst for God.
          Transition from Workers for God to Beloved/Friends of God
2.  Integrate Worship-Based Presence Focused Prayer into Every Ministry Sphere of the Life of the Church/Ministry
“You have made him exceedingly glad with Your presence…” Psalm 21:6

· Staff and Team Leaders Lead from Encountering God’s Presence 
· Every sphere of ministry saturated in prayer

· Weekly or Monthly Worship Prayer Watch:  Wisdom, Healing, Direction released into the church family.
· The Incense of the Beloved is a primary expression of the church/ministry family

Transition from Program Focus to Presence Focus

3.  Connect to 24-7 Day and Night Prayer – Global Movement

“And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?”  Luke 18:7 NIV

· Tabernacle of Moses, Tabernacle of David, Temple of Solomon (Lev. 6:13; Exo 25:8; Acts 15:16-18)
· The Moravians:  Hernhutt Germany (1 Chron 24)

· Kansas City Prayer Room Movement

· Emerging Global Prayer (IHOP, Jerusalem Prayer Watch, 

Perpetual Adoration; many many more!)
Transition from Marginalized Prayer (silo) to Prayer as Heartbeat

“His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume Me.”  Luke 2:17 NASB
The Indispensable Influencer
“Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?” Exodus 33:15
“When leaders lead in Israel, When the people willingly offer themselves,
Bless the Lord!”  Judges 5:2 NKJV
1.  The Heart of the Leader - After God’s Heart
“When you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut the door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place…”  Jesus in Matthew 6:6 NKJV
· A commitment to lead from a Secret Life in God

· A measurable downshift from over busyness and distractions to hear from God in quiet waiting.
· Longing for God’s Presence– Dissatisfaction w status quo
2.  Nurturing the Shift to A Culture of Prayer

“…we will devote ourselves continually to prayer and to the…word.”  Acts 6:4

· Consensus among leaders is a longing for the Presence of God to be manifest in every area of life of church/ministry
· Every leader has permission to pursue the Life of the Beloved as a lifestyle

· A vision for every pastor, leader, ministry, public service, and home to be saturated in the Incense of the beloved….

3.  The House of the Lord in the City

“In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”  Ephesians 2:21-22 NIV
· The leaders and members carry a vision of becoming the House of the Lord in the local community
· One Church – Many Congregations connecting in friendship, united prayer, partnering in mission TOGETHER across denomination, race, gender, etc.
“May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that 
you sent me”  Jesus’ Prayer in John 17:23 NIV
