Principles of a Culture of Honor 
‘Culture’ – the way of life, customs, beliefs and language of a particular group of people..
Paul's glimpse from a Roman Prison into the indescribable joy of authentic kingdom friendships - Becoming a Phil 2 friend in the city... " Dream of all leaders "investing" in the "Trust Account!”
"...fulfill my joy...."  (NKJV)

1.  Being set free from “selfish ambition and jealousy” and enabled to “esteem others as better than yourselves” is a process and requires a deep work of the Holy Spirit in the secret place of intimacy with God.  Ask and you will receive!

2.  Practice intentional listening to the heart story of other leaders  (This requires a significant investment of time)

3.  Esteem and enable spiritual gifts and unique callings in others

·  Helping others find their place in the gospel movement

·  Discover and enable the next generation of young leaders
4.  Pursue cross-cultural friendship with African American, Latino, Native American, Asian, etc.  (80% listening - 20% talking)

5.  Pray - Play - Serve together (fishing, golf, double dates, sports, etc.)

6.  Becoming "fathers" in the city - Investing in the Trust Account to bring out the best in others.  Moving at the Speed of Trust.

7.  Serve relentlessly to facilitate cross-sector kingdom collaboration and partnering in mission.  Connect people of faith with people of good will.

As a developing city "father", doing this without abdicating your own gifts and callings and assignment is sort of the "art" of the Philippians 2 invitation.
“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy;

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  Psalm 16:11
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A Culture of Honor 

The Philippians 2 “Trust Account”
“Let nothing be

 done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of

 mind let each esteem others better than himself.”
Philippians 2:3 NKJV
Dear friends,

For over 30 years I have networked with other pastors and leaders across our city seeking to build deeper friendship in pursuit of John 17 unity.  I frequently found myself in a hidden subtle battle with envy, jealousy, competition and other frightening thoughts.  I finally realized these feelings were all connected to what the apostle Paul referred to as “selfish ambition”…or worse yet, my own pride and unbroken ego!  I began taking this issue to the Lord in my most personal quiet times of prayer.   
The Holy Spirit led me to a powerful transforming Scripture in Philippians 2:1-8 where Paul invites us to lay aside selfish ambition and, in lowliness of heart, esteem others better than ourselves.  I realized that this would require a supernatural impartation from Jesus Himself!  For years now I have found a refreshing new pathway to deepening friendship with others.
Every time we show honor to others, every time we cover the faults of another and refuse to gossip, every time we give credit for achievement to others, every time we refuse envy/competition… we make deposits in our Philippians 2 “TRUST ACCOUNT.”   IMAGINE pastors and leaders all across our community embracing Philippians 2 as a lifestyle and making investments in this spiritual Trust Account!  This gives us hope for the future as we serve together., side by side in trusting friendships.
May the Lord Jesus draw you deep into these 8 verses and 
give you joy in the journey…
Pastor Gary Schmitz
 “But He gives more grace. Therefore He says:

"God resists the proud,  But gives grace to the humble."   

James 4:6 NKJV

Philippians 2:1-8 NKJV
Unity Through Humility

“Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort 

of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 

mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same 

love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be

 done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of

 mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each 

of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the

 interests of others.

The Humbled and Exalted Christ

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, 
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness 
of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the cross.”
Jesus impart to me Your gentleness and humility of heart

Holy Spirit search me….

“Search me, O God, and know my heart;

Try me, and know my anxieties; 

And see if there is any wicked way in me,

And lead me in the way everlasting.” 

Psalm 139:23-24

· Do I have a tendency to make myself look better than others?

· Do I have a tendency to cover my sins and weaknesses to

impress others?

· Do I concern myself with outward appearance more than 

with inner qualities of a godly life?

· Do I catch myself in competition with others?

· Do I have a genuine servant spirit or do I need to be noticed?

· Holy Spirit what might I do to reconcile or deepen a friendship in my circle of influence?
“Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults.  

Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins;

Let them not have dominion over me.

Then I shall be blameless,

And I shall be innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

Be acceptable in Your sight,

O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.” 

Psalm 19:12-14

